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and are a critical operational reserve for our
armed forces. Today’s National Guard ac-
counts for more than 460,000 service members
from every state in the Union—roughly 25
percent of all of our 1.9 million-member
force.

The Guard has also become an essential
part of our nation’s response to both man-
made and natural disasters. This August,
when Hurricane Irene slammed the East
Coast, the National Guard responded by call-
ing up over 11,000 soldiers and airmen from 24
states to coordinate the relief efforts. Our
Guard is being trained to respond to chem-
ical, biological, nuclear and radiological at-
tacks. It is being trained to deal with
pandemics. It is asked to be the first on the
scene after major earthquakes, snowstorms,
and hurricanes. These homeland defense re-
sponsibilities will continue to increase, as
well.

The National Guard also brings capabili-
ties and efficiencies to the table that we
need in these tough economic times. For ex-
ample, the Air National Guard provides 35
percent of the total Air Force capability for
seven percent of the cost. And, the Army Na-
tional Guard provides 40 percent of the
Army’s capability for just 11 percent of the
Army budget. Together, 464,900 members of
the National Guard provide a capable, oper-
ational and affordable military force—at just
six percent of the Pentagon’s annual budget.

The absence of the National Guard from
the Joint Chiefs of Staff has very real con-
sequences. Full membership of the National
Guard in the Joint Chiefs could have better
prepared the Marines’ response to the 1992
riots in Los Angeles, our nation’s initial re-
sponse to the 9/11 attacks, or our response to
Hurricane Katrina.

In October of 2005, the Government Ac-
countability Office called into question the
Army National Guard’s ability to carry out
its domestic mission. Then, just like now,
there is no permanent system in place to re-
plenish necessary equipment once it is re-
moved from Guard units in individual states.
And, the Pentagon has required National
Guard units to leave behind critical equip-
ment in Iraq and Afghanistan. A drastic
shortfall in equipment levels has led to a
drop in mission readiness. As a result, the
Guard’s ability to respond to domestic emer-
gencies has been severely inhibited. I find it
hard to believe this would be the case if the
Guard had a seat at the Joint Chiefs of Staff.

With no seat at the table, the National
Guard Chief must rely solely on active duty
military leaders to make funding decisions.
Under the circumstances, General McKinley
can do nothing to stop the Joint Chiefs if
they put recommend cutting a key program
or ignore an opportunity to maintain critical
operational capability.

In many ways, the Guard has earned the
right to be in the room. Today, the Chief of
the National Guard Bureau wears four stars.
He attends regular Joint Chiefs meetings.
While I understand that General McKinley
enjoys a good relationship with Chairman
Dempsey, personalities can’t be everything.
Now, it’s time to give the National Guard a
seat at the table. We need to make sure the
National Guard has the voice it needs—not
just to protect its capability, but because of
its increasingly active role in overseas oper-
ations, because of its role in homeland secu-
rity initiatives, and because of the cost effi-
ciencies it can offer in these turbulent eco-
nomic times.

Ultimately, I understand that change is
hard. Some may argue that these changes
are not necessary. Some may argue that the
National Guard does not deserve a seat at
the table, that the National Guard is well-
represented on the Joint Chiefs of Staff, or
that the National Guard has the resources it
needs.
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Critics may say that elevating the Na-
tional Guard would provide a ‘‘second voice”’
to the Army and Air Force. That is wrong.
The National Guard’s participation would be
no different than that of the Marine Corps,
which is both part of the Navy and has its
own seat on the Joint Chiefs of Staff. Today,
as we all know, the Commandant is a valued
member of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and no
one would argue that his advice over the last
30 years has not been valuable.

Some may counter that elevating the Na-
tional Guard could muddy the Guard’s dual
commitments to member states and the fed-
eral government. In reality, it would not
alter lines of authority, but better enable
the Guard to provide unfiltered advice on its
capabilities and resources. The Guard
wouldn’t just have its domestic responsibil-
ities—it would have the capabilities, clout,
and access to do them better.

Critics may also say that the Chief of the
National Guard Bureau has no budgetary au-
thority, but that argument is misleading.
The role of the Joint Chiefs is to provide
sound, useful advice to the President. In
fact, the perspective of the Chief of the Na-
tional Guard Bureau could save our country
billions of dollars. Earlier this year, for ex-
ample, the Air National Guard Bureau of-
fered a proposal that would have saved up to
$42 billion. Unfortunately, the Air Force dis-
missed it almost immediately—likely, I've
been told, for turf reasons. That would not
have happened had the Chief of the National
Guard Bureau been able to make his case,
offer his perspective, and share his expertise
with our planners at the Pentagon. The Na-
tional Guard can help the Pentagon cut costs
without cutting capabilities—but only if it is
an equal partner in the decision-making
process.

Some may argue that a seat on the Joint
Chiefs of Staff would give the National
Guard too much influence at the active-duty
components’ expense. But we know better
than that. Look at the size of the services’
Congressional liaison staff, the military fel-
lows in our offices and the attaches in the
halls—or even the number of Senators, in-
cluding many on this Committee, who are
former active-duty service members. An en-
hanced role for the National Guard would
not diminish the active-duty services’ clout
among lawmakers.

Now is the time to give the National Guard
the voice it needs on the Joint Chiefs of Staff
and to give the President a broader perspec-
tive of the capabilities and resources at his
disposal. Now is the time to use all of the
tools in our arsenal to create a more secure
homeland.

Mr. Chairman, Senator McCain, Members
of the Committee—thank you for holding
this hearing. I look forward to swift passage
of the Guardians of Freedom Act. And thank
you to my good friend, Senator Leahy, for
his leadership on this important issue.

We have given the National Guard the
right to be in the room. Now, let’s give them
a seat at the table.

Thank you.

————

RECOGNIZING CONTRIBUTIONS OF
COMMUNITY FOUNDATIONS

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I rise
today in honor of National Community
Foundations Week. This week, we rec-
ognize the millions of Americans who
have joined together to make their
communities a better place through do-
nations of their time and resources.
The generosity and willingness of indi-
viduals to work together for the com-
mon good has been a hallmark of the
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American character since our Nation’s
founding.

Every day volunteer organizations
across the country make substantial
contributions to our Nation’s well-
being in countless areas—from edu-
cation and the arts to economic devel-
opment and environmental protection.
Many of these associations are commu-
nity foundations—local charitable or-
ganizations formed to provide financial
support to valuable programs across
their communities. Last year alone,
community foundations gave approxi-
mately $4 billion to various local non-
profit activities.

Led by private citizens, community
foundations provide effective support
to communities across the TUnited
States, often supplementing both pub-
lic and private programs to provide
their friends and neighbors with the
maximum level of support necessary to
build strong and vibrant communities.
With 700 community foundations
across the Nation, they are one of the
fastest growing forms of philanthropy
in the United States.

One such community foundation
which exemplifies the virtues of char-
ity and giving back is the New York
Community Trust. Established in 1924,
the New York Community Trust is one
of the oldest and largest community
foundations in the Nation—providing
$141 million in grants to community
organizations in 2010 alone. The trust
currently invests in various programs
to build a better New York, such as
helping to reemploy New Yorkers
through the New York Alliance for Ca-
reers in Health Care, NYACH, a project
that assesses gaps in the labor market
and provides workforce training to
both assist individuals in getting in-de-
mand jobs and simultaneously allevi-
ate the skills gap in the health care in-
dustry. Through its commitment to
the Juvenile Justice Advocacy and Ac-
tion Project, the New York Community
Trust is also dedicated to finding alter-
natives to prison for nonviolent, delin-
quent youth. The trust’s grants are
also cleaning up the Harlem River, re-
moving tens of thousands of pounds of
debris from Swindler Cove and trans-
forming it into a 5-acre park with a
children’s garden and a boathouse.

Mr. President, I urge my colleagues
to join me in recognizing this week of
November 12 through November 18,
2011, as National Community Founda-
tion Week so we may continue to honor
the important work that charity and
private citizens play in making our Na-
tion a better place.

———

END UNNECESSARY MAILERS ACT

Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, I firmly
believe that members of the public
must have access to the information
contained in annual consumer con-
fidence reports, which are required by
the Safe Drinking Water Act’s right-to-
know provisions. For the past 11 years,
the Environmental Protection Agency
has required community water systems
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to provide customers with an annual
report on the quality of their drinking.
Currently, large water systems, those
serving 10,000 people or more, are re-
quired to mail copies of the entire re-
port to every customer.

Today, believing wholeheartedly that
public access to consumer confidence
reports is critical and must be main-
tained, I am cosponsoring Senator
ToOOMEY’s bill, S. 1578. Under this bill,
community water systems would be re-
quired to send reports in the mail if a
violation of the maximum contami-
nant level occurs during the year. How-
ever, if there is no violation, water sys-
tems could post the reports online and
only mail hard copies upon request. I
believe that S. 1578 draws attention to
an area in which our Federal policy
might benefit from discussion, debate,
and potential modernization. Since
Internet access has increased dramati-
cally since 1999, the option of reviewing
reports online is likely far more ap-
pealing to consumers than it once was.
Also, amendments to the current re-
quirements have the potential to re-
duce paper waste and to reduce unnec-
essary administrative burden and ex-
pense by providing customers with the
ability to choose whether or not to re-
ceive the report in the mail.

———

TRIBUTE TO THE MONTFORD
POINT MARINES

Mrs. HAGAN. Mr. President, today I
wish to recognize the dedication and
selfless service of the Montford Point
Marines. The Montford Point Marines
were the first African-American men to
serve in the U.S. Marine Corps after
President Franklin Roosevelt issued
Executive Order No. 8802 on June 25,
1941. This brave group of men were
trained at Camp Montford Point, near
the New River in Jacksonville, NC. In
total, 19,168 African-American marines
received training at Montford Point be-
tween 1942 and 1949. Many of these
“Montford Marines’” went on to serve
in the Pacific Theatre Campaign of
World War II—at Iwo Jima, Saipan,
Okinawa—as well as in Korea and in
Vietnam.

Although these men served our coun-
try with both honor and distinction,
they often faced adversity and racism
during their time in uniform. Despite
their training, they were prohibited
from serving in combat units—working
instead in the service and supply units.
They were not afforded opportunities
other marines enjoyed, such as enter-
ing nearby Camp Lejeune, without a
White counterpart to escort them. The
courage and dedication with which
these brave men served our country de-
spite these challenges is nothing less
than heroic.

As the first African Americans in our
Marine Corps, they join the Tuskegee
Airmen of the Air Force and the Buf-
falo Soldiers of the Army as heroes
who not only forged a new path within
our armed services but who brought
our country closer to our ideals that
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“all men are created equal.” Many
Americans credit the historic firsts—
such as Howard P. Perry of Charlotte,
NC—who was the first African-Amer-
ican marine private to set foot on
Montford Point, and Frederick C.
Branch, the first African-American ma-
rine second lieutenant at the Marine
Base in Quantico, VA—for creating the
opportunity they have to serve today.

The time has come for us to give
these American heroes their long over-
due recognition by awarding them the
Congressional Gold Medal, the highest
civilian award in the United States. I
congratulate my colleagues for unani-
mously passing this legislation on No-
vember 9, 2011. It is my personal honor
and privilege to recognize the Montford
Point Marines.

————
REMEMBERING PAT TAKASUGI

Mr. RISCH. Mr. President, I rise to
recognize a great loss suffered by the
people of Idaho and the Takasugi fam-
ily in particular. Last week, Idaho
State Representative Pat Takasugi
passed away after a 3-year battle with
cancer. During that fight he was fortu-
nate to have the loving support of his
wife Suzanne, his three children, and
his parents.

When I was Governor, I had the great
fortune to appoint Pat to my cabinet
to serve as my director of the depart-
ment of agriculture. Pat was an
unwearying advocate for agriculture.
He wunderstood what farmers faced,
since he was one of them. He started
farming in 1977 and successfully grew
his business from 32 acres to a 1,500-
acre operation.

Pat served as the director of the de-
partment of agriculture for 10 years,
and during that time he worked tire-
lessly in promoting the products grown
in Idaho. In 2003, before the local food
movement became popular, he insti-
tuted the Idaho Preferred brand to help
consumers identify locally grown prod-
ucts.

He had numerous accomplishments
as director that moved Idaho’s agricul-
tural industry forward. He created the
Idaho Food Quality Assurance Lab, es-
tablished the Seed Indemnity Fund,
pushed cooperative weed management,
and streamlined regulations, among
others.

Pat encouraged the next generation
of farmers to be involved in various ag-
ricultural boards and commissions and
to become leaders in their community.
Pat walked his talk, as he was a mem-
ber of numerous local and national or-
ganizations, including a term as presi-
dent of the National Association of
State Departments of Agriculture.

His service continued when he de-
cided to step down as the agriculture
director and run for the Idaho House of
Representatives. He was handily elect-
ed in 2008 and again in 2010, and he was
a strong advocate for lower taxes and
less government regulations.

For those of us who knew Pat, it was
not hard to see why he was so popular.
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He had an infectious sense of humor,
great optimism about life, and truly
cared about the well-being of others. It
can be said that his smalltown roots
had something to do with that.

Pat grew up in the Wilder, ID, area
and attended schools there before grad-
uating from Vallivue High School. He
attended the local college, the College
of Idaho in Caldwell, which is an out-
standing educational institution.

He volunteered for the U.S. Army
after graduating and served a total of
10 years in Active and Reserve Duty.
Pat was promoted to the rank of cap-
tain and qualified for Airborne wings,
the Ranger tab, and Special Forces
Green Beret. Pat loved his country and
was grateful for the opportunities he
had to succeed through his own efforts
and hard work.

Mr. President, while it is difficult to
sum up all that Pat Takasugi did for
agriculture in Idaho and the many
lives he touched through his service,
let me conclude by saying that he was
a great American. Vicki and I extend
our condolences on behalf of all Ida-
hoans to Suzanne and all of the family
for their loss.

REMEMBERING GILBERT CALVIN
STEINDORFF, JR.

Mr. SHELBY. Mr. President, I rise
today to pay tribute to Mr. Gilbert Cal-
vin Steindorff, Jr. who passed away on
Monday, November 14, 2011, at the age
of 86. Calvin lived a life dedicated to
service to his country, and I am glad to
have known and become friends with
such an inspirational individual.

Gilbert Calvin Steindorff, Jr. served
in the military with the U.S. Army in
World War II in European theatre of
operations. Upon his return, Calvin was
appointed as the tax assessor of Butler
County, a role he served for 28 years.
He was appointed as probate judge of
Butler County in 1975 and served in
that role until his retirement in 1995.
Calvin had a fierce dedication to public
service and was a member of many
civic organizations.

A truly selfless individual, Calvin
also served as secretary at The First
Christian Church, where he was an
elder, providing guidance for those in
his church community. For his career
in public service and the invaluable
role that he played in the community,
Calvin was named Greenville’s ‘“Man of
the Year.”

Calvin is loved and will be missed by
his wife, Maxine Darby Steindorff, and
his son, Gilbert C. Steindorff, III, and
many more family members and
friends. My thoughts and prayers are
with them as they mourn the death of
a wonderful husband, father and friend.
Calvin was a role model to many and a
compassionate community leader who
was devoted to the service of Baldwin
County. His presence in Alabama will
be greatly missed.
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